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To the Right Worſhipful | 


Sir THOMAS C A KR EW, Knight, 
Judg of the Seſſions for the County of Dewvor, 
and Recorder of the City of Exceter. 


Honoured Sir, 


O ſooner could I make my thoughts to com- 

ply with the motion of publiſhing this Sermon, 

(which I preſume for its ſeaſonableneſs unto 

the preſent jun@ure of —_ more thax 
from any intrinſick worth therein, ſome that heard it 
were pleaſed favourably to eſtimate) but it preſently 
became the matter of a deliberation with my ſelf, 
what could diſcourage me from hoping but that your 
worthy Name might prove auſpicious unto it, by lend-. 
ing it ſomething of a credit to paſs out into the 
world 2 I foreſaw nothing that could check my pleaſing 
aims herein, but might ariſe either from the ſubject 
treated of in this Diſcourſe or from the perſon whoſe 
it was, and doth now preſent it unto your candid ac- 
ceptance ;, or from the defetiveneſs of the management 
and handling of it. 

As to the firſt of theſe, I did the more eaſily per ſwade 
ny ſelf, that it could not offend you to ſee and read 
in this Sermon the deformities of a falſe Religion in 
any degree expoſed, who have your ſelf zealouſly 
ſponſe and are ſo good a friend unto the true and 

eſt Religion in the world. A Religion never ſuffi- 
A 2 ciently 
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ciently to be praiſed and commended for the certainty 
of its Rule, which are thoſe Books. of Canonical Scvip- 
tare, of whoſe authority there was never any doubt im 
the Church : for the compadtedneſs of her Fundamen- 
tals, determined and ſummed up in the Apoſtles Creed, 
explained in thoſe others which are called the Nicene 
and Athanalian + for the ſimplicity of her Sacraments, 
and. all her Adminiſtrations managed, in. a. langnage, 
and performed with that decent plainneſs. as may be wn- 
derflood by all that are concerned in them : for the 
gravity and ſoundneſs of her Ordination and Mini- 
ftry ; for the peaceableneſs of her Tenets, in obedience 
to the Magiſtrate 5 for her conformity to the Apoſto- 
lick and Premitive pattern in all things, ſo far as 
the looſeneſs of this Age will «bear; : for the undoubted 
aſſurance of finding Salvation by » its Rules and Pre- 
cepts,-if we continue in them and do" them. Theſe and 
the like are the lineaments of our and your Religion, 
which tannot be diſpleaſing unto you to aſſent, - and there- 
fore neither to oppugn the contrary. | 

| But neither, in the. ſecond place, could I ſuppoſe \any 
difreſpet unto the perſon, ſubmitting thoſe - Papers un- 
to--your candor, that ſhould'be . able to create unto you 
any-ill reſentment of the Sermon it- ſelf. In that what 
never had been, I conld-eaſily hope, muſt have a grea-. 
ter. occaſion than this t3 beget it. For indeed it 3s a 
pleaſure to: me to let the world to know, that under Him. 
who is the giver of every good.and. perfe&t gift, 
next. unto the memory of my excellent and worthy 
Patron deceaſed, I owe moſt unto- your care and prox 
vidence, for the comfort and bene elle of my being and. 


Miniſtry in the place where I am: whereby you have. 


buoyed me up above the neceſſity of depending upon the. 
precarious benegolence:. of a people. which 1. wiſh no 


good -. 
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good or honeſt Miniſter- were ever put to truſt to. A 
good part of my. Books deſervedly bear your honoured. 
rame upon them for their Donor : The firſt and the- 
moſt [uſeable ews-years gift I could poſſibly have 
received for the encouragement and aſſiſtance of my firſt 
ſtudies in this your own Dwelling-pariſh. Ton never yet 
Henied. me any requeſt (which notwithſtanding have 
been very many) that in conſiſtency with your Honour 
and Power I durſt move unto you : nor ever ſpared to 
take any pains (which yet have been very great ) where- 
f the ſucceſs in proſpe& hath promiſed fairly on my Le- 
alf. So ſure hath been my happy intereſt in your ever - 
valued reſpets, that I never found it hitherto checked 
with the leaſt change of conntenance- or carriage. So 
noble and generous, that whereas anothers kindneſſes” 
would have neceſſitated .a man to” the ſtudy of an An- 
ſwerable Gratification ; you have -always taken my*Re-' 
lation to you as your Miniſter for ſo ſufficient a Super- 
ſedeas to ſuch deſigns, that I have never apprehended 
any adventure more hazardows of yours, than only to at- 
tempt it. I cannot really admit any diminutive account 
of your goodueſs to my ſelf, otherwiſe than by conſider-' 
ing you in that larger ſphere which God hath placed: 
you in, 4s a xaondy eyeSv, a. common good to your Conn- 
try 5.of which for ae to ſay any thing, would be altoge- 
ther unneceſſary, foraſmuch as there are* every day ſo 
many mouths open to acknowledg it. There being theres 
fore no room-for the ſcruple of a perſonal prejudice : It 
remains in the third place, that only the defeFiveneſs 
and blemiſhes» of my ſpeaking unto this ſubjeF, can ren« 
der it unworthy of your acceptance : and as to this, 1 
ccarfeſethe charge; and relye upon your knewn and ex- 
perienced candor to excuſe and lay your finger on the © 
nzvi of this Diſcourſe. Indeed it 3s a ſmall.and a fight = 
| FINS 
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thing in it ſelf, to have your Name prefixt unto 5 but 
get it is not unuſual for Maps in ſingle ſheets to carry | 
their Dedication on their forehead; And as for the fail- | 
ances in the manner of handling it ; foraſmuch as it is | 
a time for every one of ws to ſhew his zeal for his Reli- q 
gion, the fear of ſmaller miſcarriages that are frequent, ts 
ly incident to zealous adings, will no more diſpenſe 
with their total negle@, than it can warrantably preſcind. 
or ſupercede any other Moral or Religious duty, in that 
we cannot acquit our ſelves therein with an abſolute per- 
fetion. Hoping therefore that upon the removal of thoſe 
bars firſt ſuppoſed, my way of acceſs unto your favoura- 
ble reception of theſe few Pages is plain and open, 1 
ſhall in gratitude for (what I preſume of ) your pleaſing 
countenance refleting on them, and all other ſignal 
pledges of your kindneſs, think my ſelf now and ever 
obliged to pray, That the father of mercies . would ſtill 
make good the multiplied effes of his infinite love and 
goodneſs, fur your temporal and eternal welfare. That 
the generation riſing may by an hundred-fold recom- 
perce unto the hopeful branches of your Family, all the 
good that your ſelf have been the inſtrument of unto the 
generation ſhining 5 and that ke who is now your hum- 
ble Orator at the Throne of Grace, may never want the 
opportunity or power of approving himfelf to the laſt day 
of his life. 


Sir, Your moſt faithful and 


TU, Thomas 


Novemb, 23. affeCtionate Servant 


FOHN REYNOLDS. 


1678, 
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A Thankſgiving Sermon in Commemoration 
of our Deliverance from the Powder-Plot, 
and of the diſcovery of the late Bloody 
Conſpiracy of the Papiſts. 


'Plal. CXXIX, x, 2. 
Many a time have they afflicted me from my. 
youth, may Ifrael now ſay. 
2. Many a time have they afflicted me from my 


youth, yet they have not prevailed againſt . 


£1 } Aronixs the great Arnaliſs for the Church of sarr. 4unat. 
. Rome, hath indeed made a very proud and 7-14-34 
» lofty claim on the Popes behalf, viz. That 55. 41. 39... 
" Chriſt after his RefurreCtion-tranſlated up- 
on the Popes both Prieſthood and Kingdom. ' But 
by what a thin and faint argument doth he graſp at -- 
ſo large a Juriſdiction ? namely, That this was (igni- 
fied, by that ſhadow of St. Peter, whereby the lick ag, . rs. 
were healed; that the Popes ſhould always have the 
ſame power, which Chriſt himſelf had, though ne- 
ver ſo far different from him in good life and man- 
ners; becauſe: they ſhould ever at- leaſt retain the 
ſhadow. But I pray what-conſequence.1s there from - 
| the..- 
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'2 *A Thankggiving Sermon in 
_ the ſhadow of St. Peter, unto the ſhadow, and from 
| thence unto the power of -Chriſt 2 and' that power 
likewiſe that ſhould not ſerve to heal the ſick as.did 
St. Peter's (ſhadow, but to deſtroy Kings and King- 
doms ? | for what other miraculous power have -they 
made proof of this thouſand years ? A cruel inſtance 
thereof we had in the Conſpiracy plotted againſt us. 
this day Seventy-three years ago, wherein the Pope 
and his Agents taking counſel with the Prince of 
Darkneſs, were agreed and ſworn together, yea 
and approached within a few hours of accompliſh- 
ing their Helliſh deſign, To blow up the King and 
| Royal Family, the Clergy, Nobles, Knights and Bur- 
efles in Parliament 3 the very confluence of all. the 
Glory, Piety, Learning, Prudence and Authority in 
the Land, with one ſulphureous' blaſt. 

«But becauſe age and length - of «time generally 
| brings with it the oblivion and forgetfulneſs of: the 
| moſt notable occurrences 3 and that we experimen- 
| 
| 


tally find our irreligious age to be grown (o remiſs 
and negligent in_ the recognition and celebration of 
\ this once renowned Deliverance:: God is pleaſed 
| from time to time to awaken and rub us up by ſuf- 
| . fering this bloody brood of the Papacy to engage 
; upon ſuch like attempts afreſh ; though (to his only 
| praiſe be it aſcribed) hitherto without accompliſh- 
| ing their wicked aims and purpoſes. Such was the 
E- traiterous defign- wherewith we have been alarni'd 
| - this laſt month; the conſequents whereof, had it taken 
_ effect, 1 dread- to think! In reſpe&t of both which, 
| and manifold other repeated occaſions, our merciful 
| | God having ſo often preſerved and ſhicded: our 
Princes and their Kingdoms, our Church afidl Reli- 
gion, from their implacable rage and fury 5 good 
1 reaſon 
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reaſon have we to make our hearts and ſpirits thank- 
| fully-to accord with this Pſalm of praiſe, part of 
; which you have heard read in the words of our 
| Text. Many a time have they afflifed me from my 
RY youth, may Iſrael now ſay ; 'many a time have they 
afflited me from my youth, yet they have not prevail- 
- ed againſt me. 
This 1s one of the fifteen Pſalzzs that 1s intituled 
a Song of Degrees, a Song of Aſcenſions or of 
Heights, either to note the excellency of the'Song 3 
and without doubt much more ſweet and: cap- 
tivating would theſe Pſalms appear unto us, if 
the nature and reaſon of the Hebrew Muſick and . 
Poeſie were better known unto us than it 1s: Or 
a Song of degrees, with reſpect unto the ſtairs or. 
ſteps which by degrees went up into the Houſe of 
the Lord , whereon the Singers ſhould ſtand; or 
in reference tothe ſeveral Stages of their coming 
' from Babylon. 
The deſign of the Pſalm is to recount 'the Chur- 
ches paſt troubles and deliverances, occaſioned b 
ſome good ſuccefs of Afﬀairs, in evading the bad 
of their enemies, then freſh in memory, Many # 
time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Iſrael 
now ſay. 
Lou my youth] from the time of my being in 
Egypt, from whence I: came forth , when I grew 
up to be -a Church, or from my firſt Conſtitu- 
tion. 


The words do attord us three principal heads of 
Diſcourſe. Mts! 


V1 


Firſ#, Here are the Perſecuting attempts of. the 
B Enemies 
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4 A Thankggiving Sermon in 
Enemies of Religion againſt the 7/-2el of God, or . * 
againſt Gods Church, which we have twice deli- 
vered, either by way of Poetical elegancy, or out 
of a zealous affection to the praife and glory of 
God in reciting it, or the better to expreſs the 
malignity and ſpight of the Enemies themſelves : 
Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, &c. 


Secondly, Here is the fruſtration of thoſe miſ. 


chievous attempts againſt the Church,: Tet they 
have not prevailed againſt me. 


F Thirdly, Here is the Churches bounden and 
thankful refleQion on her afflictions, and the hap- 
py iflue of them, ſuggeſted by the Pſalmiſt : - Arzy 
Iſrael now ſay 3 which ſtands in the middle be- 
tween the Churches Perſecutions and Deliverances 
as. reſpeCting bothz the -miſery and the malice of 


the one excellently ſerving to- enhanſe the mercy 
and the- value of the other. " 


T. In the firſt of theſe Generals we have again 
three Branches. 

1. Here is the Churches Aﬀiction or Perſceuti- 
on by the hands of. her Enemies : They have affti- 
cted me. 

. 2, Here is the frequency of the Enemies infli- 
Qing trouble and perſecution on the Church : Many: 
a time have they afflicted me. 

ia Here is the earlinels of the Enemies ſpight 
and malice againſt the Church of God, attempting 


to blaſt it ir the bud : Mary a.1ime have they afflited 
me from my youth, | 


I. The 


— —- 
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1. The firſt branch of this Divifion ſhews us 


the ordinary caſe and ſtate of the Church of God, 


to be a ſtate of afflictionz being to grapple with 
enemies, and that at firſt ſeeming with very great 
odds and diſparity ; for thus you find the enemies 
of the Church to be expreſſed in the Plural Num- _ 
ber, they 3 whereas the Church it ſelf is ſimply ſpo- 
ken of in the ſingular Number, #hey heve affiiFed 
ME. The Jews while they inhabited Canaan, the 
land of Promiſe, how vaſtly were they out-num- 
bred by their enemies that ſurrounded and com- 
paſſed them on eyery ſide? Oa the Eaſt they had 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Aſſyrians, and Chaldearrs ; 
on the Welt the Phz/iſtines; on the North the 8y- 
riars ; on the South the Arabians and Fgypiians 5 
and theſe were all alike maliciouſly bent againſ 
them. Compare but the Popiſh and the Proteſtant 
intereſt in the world, how few are the Proteſtant 
Kingdoms and Territories in compariſon of thoſe 
large Dominions which do ſtrike fail to the See of 
Rome 2 and even amongſt thoſe who ſculk under 
the name of Proteſtants, how few are there who 
would adventure any thing in a critical time 

that Profeſſion, which in a calmer ſtate of thin 
they are ready to proteſt unto? now from theſe 
their numerous enemies what can the Church of 


God expe but affliction and trouble ? Either, 


1. By open force; as Caiz did furiouſly imbrue 
his hands in his brothers blood, and ſo Chriſtened 
the Church with her firſt Martydom. Or as Pa- 

ans and Infidels in the Primitives times of Chri- 
{ſtianity , when they could not tell where elſe to 
lay the charge of their publick calamities 5 that 
| B 2 which 
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Dan. 7. 6» 
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which was preſently uppermoſt with them, was 
Chriitianos ad Leones, away With the Chriſtians, . 
let them be thrown to tte Lions. And 'tis hard 
to ſay in thoſe firſt Ten Perſecutions, which had leſs. 
remorſe or more barbarity with them, either the. 
beaſts themſelves unto which the Chriſtians were. 
frequently condemned 3 - or their unjuſt Perſecu-: 
tors, who did ſentence them unto ſuch kind of: 
violent torments. *Tis moſt-probable-that St. Pay['s 
fighting with beaſts at Epheſas is to be underſtood: 
de hominibas ferinis, concerning thoſe. who had the 
nature of ſavage beaſts in the ſhape of men. And 
we frequently find up and down the Scripture, 
ſuch kind of unrelenting blood-thirſty perſons me- 
taphorically called. ſtrong Bulls of Baſhar,, Leopards, 
Leviathans, and what: not ? The Papiſts 1n their 
iatended Powder-plot had conſpired to act ſuch a 
part, that would have convicted them to have been 
more unnatural than the very wild beaſts of the 
defart. For to make this -work. of darkneſs ſure, 
they were content to have blown up ſome of their 
own Friends, ,which they muſt have done to brin 
it to paſs, Like curſed Herod, who 1s ſaid to have 
murdered his own Son among the Infants of Beth- 
lebem., becauſe he would be ſure not to miſs of 
the new-born King of the Jews. 

2. But if the Enemies of Gods Church cannat 
bring to paſs their ſpightful purpoſes againſt it by 
open force, then they fall to work by ſubtile cloſe 
undermining. praCtifes ; ſometimes by their ſophi- 
ſtical infiauations perverting the Church in point 
of ſound Doctrine, or ſoiling the Churches purity: 
and ſurely this.is. enmity def rudtive enough. Thus 


. the: 
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the firſt Council of Nice had an Arrizs to find work * 9 x69 71s, 
for them ; the firſt Council of Conſtantinople had 7 xabamip, o 


« Mas" Page 7 e's apt 
Macedonians, it poſlible, to inſtil] poylon into them. ax)15]6; vl 


The Council of Calcedor had an Eutiches to go a- 59 WIX£v- 


bout to deprave them. Chry/oſtom2 had the Moe 
chees, and St. Auguſtine had a Peligizs his * Co- #5» tivlew 


temporary to deal with them, Toy vayovet 


l : Tis exrancke 
Sometimes the Enemies of Gods Church ſubtilly as. Tels id4- 


compact the looſe pieces of ſome pernicious enter- _ pj 
prize againſt' her, by matching great relations and Sofiacs Yet 
intereſts with thoſe that are of principal note and $##* 7h 


renown in the Church ; Facile is exambit filiam qui | dang 


matrem habet propitiamm. Thus our Eccleſiaſtical Hi- Clem Alex- 
ſtory telleth us of Yalexs the Emperour, when he Z73# *97 


| . f | "EE ous 
firſt took upon him. the Empire he was an Ortho- * Demeter 


dox- profefior , a man_ well - furniſhed and pocom. Wann 
liſhed with the Principles of Apoſtolical Doctrine; ms dems 
ut being once married to an Arriar Lady, ſhe in Anglia na- 


| - : rus, tenebras - 
ſoon aCted the part towards him, that Eve did uns errorum tori 
to Adam, inſnaring and captivating him to the-mundo effu-- 


ſame hereſfie ; inſomuch' that he afterward became 9" fummum - 


a moſt bloody Perſecuter of the Orthodox Churctrmen auguſt 
of Chriſt. But beſides this of making affinity with 2um in Africt» 
e 


ſome of the Churches worthy Patriots, they can wary Y 


otherwiſe (lily pretend themſelves her friends for a Eccleſ: lib.4s. 


time 3 hanging out falſe colours till they ſee their P **- 
own opportunity to.change the Scene. Aﬀeer this 
manner came many of 'the Scribes and Phariſees, 

and Lawyers to our Saviour, like ſo many De- 

vils in. Saznel's mantle, filvering their. viperous 
tongues with. fair language 3 but in the mean time-- 

the odious device of their hearts. was how to. en-: 

trap him 1a his words, Such there. were. who 


| Crepe ax 


Moy S$n;u5 
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Luk, 20. 20, Crept into the Church under the benign aſpe&t of 


axes, Conſtantine the Great, hypocritically putting on 
ror Armz- the Chriſtian name, though they were nothing 
Fs pp ſuch. Another ſuch race of theſe two-faced men 
you £u{-0., We have Ezra 4. who delighted in the ruins of the 
de vitd. Con Temple, and fretted with indignation of heart a- 
Packs, 129-4. gainſt Zerubabels endeavours to rebuild it ; and 
cap. 534+ . . 

to the end that they might effectually hinder the 
Ezra 4. 2. 


Hoc confilio Work, they ſubdolouſly offer their ſervice to pro- 


uz illis inter- mote it, Let #s build with you, for we ſeek your 


_—_— God as ye do. Thus as in the building of Solg- 


commirte- »170x's Temple, all things were before hand fo fra- 


rent, & 1ta 


ms Foro med and fitted in Mount Lebaxor , that not ſo 
rerterent. much as the ſound of an Axe or Hammer was 
Jun. in loc. heard in Jeruſalem, when it came to be ereQcd : 
Nehem..4.11.SO on the other hand, thoſe deſperate deſtroyers 
of the Temples of the living God, have their hid- 
.den nll executing their purpoles, without be- 
ing obſtreperous to an - open diſcovery till the 
blow be given. They work in the fire with Ero- 
fſiratws, but it is a fire like that of Hell, that yields 
no light before it blow up and conſume. Neither 
is it to be wandered that our Popiſh Incendiaries 
are ſo expert this way, foraſmuch as they dare 
Pridecex his Wholly mancipate and ſell themſelves to the Devil, 
lorrodutt. to for the. compaſſing of their horrid ends. Even of 
if. mn ©: the Popes. themſelves ſome have reckoned up a 
<Agyptian Ma- Catalogue of twenty four, others more, who have 


Art; as if they had reſolved upon this for their 
nap Sv principle, that if God will not help, the Devil ſhall. 


j .... been practitioners or Maſters rather of the Black 


Oc How much of the Devil was in the Conſpiracy of 
this Fifth of November {/ as if from the Lake that 
| burneth 


Commemoration of our Deliverance, 8c: & 


burnetlywith fire and brimſtone , this Maſter of the 

damned crew had opened a running ſpring of fire and 
bo brimſtone in the hearts of thoſe Traytors. And as for 
4 the Jeſuitical Conſpiracy which is the matter of our 
preſent heart-aking,and which deſervedly checks our 
j rejoycings with trembling, what the juſt depth and 
extent thereof was, and might have proved, be 
the buſineſs of many Months further ſearch-atid diſco- 
very, if as yet through the great mercy of our God, it 
may be happily fruſtrated. 

The ground of all thoſe troubles and affliitions 
under which the Church of God: labours by the 
hands of her Enemies 1s the contrariety of tem- 
per and ſpirit between them, the antipathy ſown Gen. 3. 152 
in the natures of the ſeed of the Woman, and of 
the ſeed of the Serpent towards each other ; in 
reſpe&t of which they can no more þe reconciled 
than light and darkneſs. Ard-this is very much 
fomented and ſtirred up otz the one hand by the 
Devil, in order to the enlargement of his King- 
dom : and yet on the other hand doth God ſee. 
fit to. permit it as moſt congruoully ſuiting with \ 
the Militant ſtate of his Church here on Earth ; Y 
unakerably forewarning us to expe& that through | | 
much tribulation we muſt enter into the Kingdoms a8. 14. 2%: 
of God, Aft. 14.22. This hath been the common 
lot of the Church Militant from time to time, 
Elijah-like to be always aſcending to God in its: 
owa flames ; taking up her Croſs to. follow Chriſt, 
and to become conformable to her head 3 hereby | 
alſv approving her integrity unto God and the yh + 


| world : for the real Saint would. not be diſtin» 
| guiſhable from the falle and rotten Hypocrite, at 
leaſt. unto the eye of the world , did not a tem- 

pelt 
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peſt of Perſecution ſometimes ariſe and blow off 
the Hypocrites Mask. Beſides, the Church of 
God never gains more afſured proofs of Gods 
Power and Providence over her, than when the 
exigency and neceflity of her condition drives 
her to lay hold -on him. As the Stars ſhine brigh- 
teſt in the night, ſo in the blackeſt night of the 
Churches troubles and adverſfities kind Heaven 
opens ſo many the more eyes to watch over her 
and guard her. 

In reſpe& of thoſe Spiritual and bleſſed ends 
and advantages of the griefs and troubles of the 
Church we may well ſay with St. Auguſtine, Tn- 
felix *Eccleſſe felicitas, the outward felicity and 
proſperity of the Church would be one of her 
greateſt infelicities, as that-which would rob her of 
much of her belt intereſt. 

And yet this will not in the leaſt excnſe- or ex- 
tenuate the crying guilt of thoſe who are the In- 
ſtruments of the Churches Perſecution and blood- 
ſhed. No, let them look to it, if the 'fire of 
Perſecution be permitted to try the Gold, ſurely 
the fire of Hell it ſelf ſhall burn up the drofs. 'If 
the green tree that hath both his ſap and fruit 
may ſometimes be -roughly ſhaken with a violent 
ſtorm, what ſhall be done in the dry? If the 
Saints muſt drink of the bitter cup of affliftion, 
ſurely the unjuſt- tormenters of the Saints may ex- 
pect a cup of 'the Wine of aſtoniſhment, and that 
they ſhould have the dregs thereof wrung out 
unto them : -yea that this Cup ſhould be compoun- 
ded with ſo many the more bitter Ingredients of 
wrath, by how much the-oftner they have afflited 


"Gods 
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| Gods 'rſreel. ' Which brings us to: the ſecond 
Branch. 


inflicting trouble and perſecution on the Church : 
, Many - a time have they offfited me. We are to 
| /” look for afflitions and troubles as familiarly as for 

our bread : for as we are taught to pray for our 
daily bread, ſo we are taught to buckle to our 
daily Croſs too, Luk. 9. 23- Had our Reformed bk 9. 23- 
Church of Ergland no other Enemies in Hell, or 


| 2. And that is the frequency of the - Enemies 
= 


| upon Earth beſides the Papacy, their inceſſant 
' rage, like a fiery .#tn4 continually belching out 
f new flames, and ſmothering exhalations out of its 


bowels againſt us, were enough to warrant our 
ingeminated moans and complaints unto God and 

'{ man with a MANY, MANT 4 time have they 
; affliFed me, Did they ever forbear to ſtrike when 
they had their opportunity? Not to trace their 

bloody footſteps in foreign Countries, in their 
Butcheries committed upon the poor Waldexſes, 
whom they ſo hotly purſued for many years toge- 
ther with Fire and Sword, and all kinds of Ho- 
ſtility , as that they reduced them to their Ma-y,, , ._ 
ſter's own forelorn caſe, not to have -any corner 
or hole in tle whole world granted them where 
to lay their heads. Not to mention how many thou- 
ſands have been ſwallowed up in that gulf of 
== cruelty, that Hell'upon Earth, the INQUISIT 
| TION. To fay nothing of the outragious In- 
humanity of the Duke of Alva in the Netherlands. 

Nor with what prodigious MaſJacres the Prote- 

ſtants have been ſurprized in - Germany, Paris, Ly- 

C Ons, 


—— « m 
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ons, Piedmont, and many other places ;. what cri- 
ticiſms of Cruelty have been invented and exer- 


- ciſed, and all upon the quarrel of- the Reformed. 


Religion. I ſay, not to lead you any farther by 
the way of this Red Sea; let us a little conſider 
what Tragedies have been atted, and what De- 
ſolations threatened and endeavoured by the 


ſame ſort of men nearer home in our own 
Iſrael. | 


No fooner- had King Henry the Eighth allowed 
the Bible to be read in Ezxgliſh, and enjoined the 


Lords Prayer, the Decalogue, and the Articles . 


of the Chriſtian Faith to be Tranſlated ,jato Er- 
gliſh, and taught the People; but as if thoſe 
things had: had the force and power of a'Conju- 


ration to raiſe evil ſpirits by, preſently :hereupon- 


the” Monks in Lincolnſhire blow the Trumpet to 
Rebellion. InſurreQtions are made in divers other 
parts of the Nation, to the number of Twenty 
thouſand, and Forty thouſand in bodies ; no leſs 
than (ix or ſeven ſuch ſwelling waves of the mul- 


titude fell in, one upon the neck of another, 


enough to have utterly ingulphed and ſwallowed 


| up the little Ark of Gods Church amongſt us, 


had not the Heavenly Pylot lent it his Stee- 
rage. | 


In the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, the 


Religious Joſeah of our Iſrael, beſides the Rebelli- 


on that brake out in ſeveral other Counties, 
inſtigated by Popiſh Prieſts and Friers, for the 
ſetting up of their fond Idol of the Maſs .again ; 

| This 


'F 
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This very City hath a Reckoning with the Papiſts 315 R/cb. Bu. 
not yet fully ſatisfied for, for the long diſtreſs of £10 oy o_ 
* Siege and Famine by Arzndet and his Confede- 
Tates, Wherein beſides the eating of Horſe-fleſh, 
the Inhabitants were forced to make bread of 
coarſe Bran moulded in rags or clothes, becauſe 
it would not otherwiſe knead together,as our Chro- 


nicles report. 


The Reign of Queen Mary was ſuch a continu- 
ed Bonefire, not of dead mens bones as were the 
Bonefires of old, but of living Saints and Prote- 
{tants, that one would think the memory of her 
flames ſhould ſtill enkiadle and heat our ſpirits with 
indignation againſt the name of Popery. For ia her 
ſhort reign (the ſhorteſt of any ſince YWilzam the. | 
Conquerour, except that of Richard the Tyrant ) * 8%. g. 
no teſs than two hundred ſeventy-ſeven, ſuffered 
Martyrdom upon the cauſe of Religion. 


In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth Pope Pie the 
Fifth Excommunicated the Queen, abfolved her 
Subjects from their Allegiance, and Oath of Fide- 
Iity, and gave away her Kingdoms unto the Spanz- 


6 ard. In purſuance of which High-way title, that 
# which they called the Invincible Armada was ſet 
? out with the Popes Benedit&tion to invade this poor 
; Nation, At which time they boaſted that they 
1 would carry away our Land in Turfs ; an arroganc 
2 flaunt 1 Much like that of Benhadad, and follow- 


ed with much alike tucceſs and event, who ſwore 
(1 King. 20. 10.) that the duſt of Samaria ſhould 
not ſuffice for handfuls Pe: all the people that were 

| 2 fo 
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. to follow him. Almoſt innumerable other were the 


Plots attempted againſt her (tate aud perſon by: Pos: 
piſh Votaries and Adherents. 


In King James his Reign the Conſpiracy of the. 


Gun-Powder Villany will be enough to brand the 


damned principles of this kind of men with ever-- 
laſting odinm and infamy, in the account of all. 


true Goſpellers, If Religion can produce or hal- 
low ſuch hideous projects, one may certainly expect 


Religion among Devils. 


In the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, who but - 
this miſcreant brood contrived and ated the Maſ-: 
ſacre in Ireland, wherein about Three hundred - 
thouſand were ſtarved, pined, and. murthered. And. 


without doubt although. men of other Profeſſions 
too ſhamefully imbrued their hands in the execra- 
ble murther of King -Charles the Firſt, yet the Je-: 
ſuits and other Papiſts allo needed more than a 
ſprinkling to. clear them from being partakers in 
that crying guilt. -Neither do I queſtion but that- 
the uahappy Toleration was an Egg of their. lay- 


ingz and that theſe Furies- ſpit forth the ſparks. 
that fired the famous City of London; and turned. 


it into a kind .of diſmal Colepit. « Although but 


one French Papiſt were at that time executed up- 


on that tremendous occaſion, - yt perhaps more of 
them. may. be raked. out of their dark Cells by 
the ſearch that.js and will be made after. the Com- 
plotters of this new. grand Treaſon and Maſlacre ; 
which 1s. yet but in the dawa of a perfeCt. and full 


diſcoyery, . And here we-.have matter.. of horror . 


and 


. 
a i. 


_ 
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2nd aſtoniſhment unto every ſoul amongſt us ! Who 

can tell what an univerſal (weeping calamity the 

forcing open of one principal Sluce would have 

let in upon us ? What, more murdering of Kings 

yet | Nay then pray we with pious Mr. Herbert, In Poem ti. 
GOD HELP POOR KINGS. We this day 1,9, 
fiad. new - Argument to excite us to pray for the 

life of the King, as the Primitive Chriſtians were 

wont in their ordinary Liturgy to pray pro mord Tre fb. | 
finis namely, that it would pleaſe God to defer — hone 
the end or fall of the Rowan Empire, thereby to 

put off. the lamentable times of Amztichriſt trom - 

their days, very well apprehending the Apoltles 
meaning in 2 Thef. 2. That that wicked one could * Tel. 2. 6,7 
ot be revealed until the 7 x«lixo, that which with- 

holdeth or letteth were taken out of the way : and 

what that was which letted, the Apoſtle durſt.not 

ſpeak out, for fear of incurring the rage of the 
Romans un their new plaated Churches z but the. 

thing that letted was the Roman Empire, the de- 

cay of which the Apoſtle foreſaw, and that Anti- 

chriſt would build up - himſelf upon the. ruins of 

it, Accordingly, when the Empire came to be 

broken into. . various Kingdoms, by the coming. 

down of the Northern Nations, and by other in- 

teſtine occaſions ; then did the Pope with all his- 
Creatures invade the vacant: ſeat of the Empire. 

Now. whether or no we have not a like parity. 

of reaſon, earneſtly to pray pro vit4 Regis, that - 

they. had to. ſtir them up to pray pro mori finis, 

I leave to your ſelves to judg. 

And thus having ſhewed you the frequency of - 

Babzlon's troubling or aftlicting, Zion. z 1am ſenſible. 

| that 
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that I have herein ſomewhat anticipated my ſelf in 
the third Branch, 


3. Branch of this part of my. Text, and that is 
the earlineſs of the Enemies ſpite and malice a- 
gainſt the Church or Iſrael of God : Many a time 
have they affiifed me from my youth. Yea, this is 
their ſagacity and wicked policy to take the firſt 
advantages, and if it were poſlible, not to ſuffer 
the-Church to grow up to ſtrength and ſtature, 
but to oppreſs and cruſh it betimes, while it is 
tender and leaſt able to reſiſt, This was the mer- 
cileſs policy of Pharoah and the Fgyptians to drown 


the Hebrew Children as ſoon 'as the tender Mid- 


wifes hand had received them into the world: 
To doom them to die in Water as ſoon as th 

began to breath in Air. This was the bloody 
ſubtilty of Herod, to cut off him that was born 
King .of the Jews (if he could) as ſoon as the very - 
name of him began to be noiſed. - And this was 


the vigilant policy of the grand Profeſſor of all 


ſuch deſtruftive arts, Rewel. 12. 4. The Dragon 


Rev. 12.4 food before the Woman which was reedy to be de- 


livered, for to devour her child as ſoon as it was 
born. Oh, how implacable is the malice of the 
Churches enemies! that although the Church could 


not be ſuppoſed to do any thing to exaſperate 


and provoke them 1n its early minority and youth, 
yet unprovoked they have afffited me from. my 


youth. What, could nothing of her youthſul pret- 


tineſſes and beauties charm their pitileſs Adaman- 


tine hearts to ſpare the Church in this her fo plea- 


ſant age? no, not infancy or tenderneſs, not in- 
nocency 
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nocency or cauſeleſneſs; nor all her inſinuating | 
excellencies beſides are able to make an Oratory 
perſwaſive enough unto the Enemies of the Church 
for one drop of compaſſion, but notwithſtanding 

, all this, have they many times afflicted me from my 
outh, What meekneſs ſo great that can forbear 
at leaſt to chide with this kind of Ruffian Ad- 
verſaries ? O Daughter of Babylon, happy ſhall he bevy, 11. g. 
that rewardeth thee as thou haſt ſerved ws. Happy ſhall 

| be be that taketh and daſheth thy little ones againſt 
the ſtones, Plal.137.8, 9. ; 


- ObjeF. But what, ſhall we yield our Popiſh - 
Enemies fo great an advaatage to acknowledg that 

1 our Church is ſo young and ſo late a thing ?- 
that our Proteſtant Religion is but of yeſterday 2? 
our ſuppoſed Novelty. is that which they do 1a- 

ceſſantly charge us with : Sarcaſtically demanding - 
of us, Where was your Religion before Luther. 


Sol. No, no, with reſpe&t to our Adverſaries 
of. Rome, we ſay, Many: a time have they afflicted 
us from our youth; not meaning the youth of 
our Church, but only from the youth of our Re- 
formation. And in an(wer to the Queſtion, . Where 
our Religion was before Lather we boldly af- 
firm, where-ever the Chriſtian Religion was im- 
braced , and the holy Scriptures were received, 
P | there was our Religion, And as it bears the De- 
' nomination of the Reformed Religion, although 

Luther were a very happy Iultrument in the Re- 
| formation (the meanneſs of the Perſon ſo much the 
more commending the power of- God that: accom-, 

| panied;: 


- ———- -— —- 
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Vid. Philip. 
Mornayi myſte- 
rium mniquita- 
t1s,4n oppoſitio 
nibus per totum 
libs 


A Thankggiving Sermon in 
panied the work) yet there were clouds of Wit- 
nefles in all ages of the lapſed ſtate of Rozze that 
bare Teſtimony againſt that ſpreading canker of 
her corruptions, before Luther was in being. Our 
own King Edward the fir(t, four hundred years ago 
in Seſſion of Parliament, under the ſubſcription of 
the Peers, utterly renounced the Popes ſupreme 
Authority, No leſs man than Lewis the Twelfth 
of France, in defiance of the Pope, coyned money 
with this [aſcription, Perdams Babylonem, I will 


deſtroy Babylon ; ſeveral years before Lather began 


to ſtir. But ſuppoſe we date the beginning of the 


-Reformation from the riſe of Laxther's name 1n the 


Chriſtian World, which was 1n 1517, may we not 
retort their queltion, Where was: your Religion be- 


» fore Luther , with another more ſignificant 2 Where 


was your Popiſh Religion before - the Council of 


Trent £ Which commenced not till at leaſt ſix or 


Spondani Epit, 
Baron, A1.606, 
Art. II. 


ſeven and twenty years after Luther entred upon 
the Reformation : until which Council there was 
never ſuch a body of Popiſh DoCtrines or Hereſtes 
intirely and profeſſedly owned and received in the 
world, as now there is. For that Council of Trent 
decreeing many things to be Points of Faith which 
were not ſo accounted before, hath made no (mall 
diſtration among the Papiſts themſelves. Betore 
this time we can calculate unto them out of the 
beſt Hiſtorians, when and how their ſeveral Here- 
tical Innovations and Idolatrous abuſes crept 
10. . 

The Popes Ulurped Supremacy took place in 
Boniface the third, which was above Six hundred 


years after Chriſt, though Gregory the next oye 
tate 
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diate Pope ſave one before him, earneſtly declared 
againſt John of Conſtantinople,that whoſoever ſhould 
claim to himſelf the title of Univerſal Biſhop was 


'the immediate forerunner of Antichriſt : and urg- Ego fidenter 


ages : dico, quiſquis 
eth this good argument againſt it, If there be one ſeuniverſaiem 


called Univerſal Biſhop, then muſt the Univerſal f#c<rdotem 


p p « . Vo » - 
Church go to the ground, if he which is Univerſal ca;; jog. 


happen to fall. Before theſe times, inſtead of the rat, in elatio- 


Blaſphemous titles of your Holineſs in the abſtract ; ne ſui Anti- 


chriſtum prx- 
The moſt great and excellent God on earth; The in- currit, quia 


vincible Monarch of the ChriStian Commonwealth, pu gem 


&c. The Popes were then content with the ſober ponir. 6reg.z. 


{tile of vulies 5epp Ins, Your Gravity. 5. Epiſt. 30. 
The ſetting up of unwritten Traditions in equalt- as perl 
ty with the Sacred Oracles, as it were the bring- ae Biſhop of 


ing of another Trojan Horſe into the place of our Rome, as allo 


p ChreſtusBiſh 
Patlidinnr, the Word of God, came to be ratified of $124. *? 
in the Seventh Age. Euſeb.l 10. c.s. 


The uſe of Images 1n Churches grew up into an 
occaſion of Idolatry about the ſame time ; although Hujuſce _ 
the firſt ſuggeſtion thereunto was only by a pictured $M; vid: 


table of ſome of the chief of the Fathers that afliſt- poi vets 5 


ed in the ſixth General Council, hung up in the 


Porch of St. Sophia in Conſtantinople. 

- Both the name and Dottrine of 1ranſubiFantiation carranze 
was no earlier broached than in that Laterarze _— 
Council that convened in the year 1215. And how Sor 5 rg 
well (think you.) did Fernard the Dominican be. cap. 1. 


lieve this Doftrine of Tranſubſtantiation (and the 


Popes Legate that inſtigated him thereunto) who 


about the year 1309 poyloned the Emperour Heyry 
the ſeventh with the conſecrated Hoſt ? or the ſub- 
Deacon that poyſoned Yi&or the third 1n the Cha- 

D bs lice ? 


a” 


Nicznum, 
Conſtantino- 
politanum,. 
Epheſinum, 
Chalcedo- 
nenſe, 


Eſth.7. 9, 10. 
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lice ? or Hildebrand, alias Gregory the ſeventh, that 
threw the Conſecrated Hoſt into the fire, becauſe it 
anſwered not his demands-(as the Heathen gods did.) 
concerning his ſucceſs againſt the Emperour ? I 
could further open this pack, and ſhew you wuch 
more ofthe ſame (tuff: but theſe are inſtances enough 
without an induttion of more particulars, to war- 
rant our inference from thence, that the Popiſh 
charge of Novelty on us is juſtly to be recriminated 
upon themſelves. And as for the Antiquity of our 
Religion, * dex-ioubs iudy iv Inofs 261528 we appeal un- 
to the holy Goſpel, and the four firſt General Coun- 
cils. But ſo much for the prejudice and the ſpite of 
Iſraels enemies againſt her, even from her youth. I 
muſt forthwith betake my (elf unto the ſecond prin- 


cipal part of the Diviſion of my Text: And that 
is, 


IT. The fruſtration of. the Churches Enemies in 
their miſchievous attempts againſt her : yet they have 
20t prevailed againſt me. Whatſoever probability 
of ſucceſs may appear for a while on the Adverſaries 
part, there ſha]l be no. final or. total prevailing 
againſt the Church. Hamas for a while ſeemed to be 
in a fair way to have prevailed againſt all the Jews, 
when he had the Letters of Execution ſealed with 
the Broad-ſea), and Poſts ſent forth ; whereas in the 
mean time he was but twining a Rope for his own 
neck.” The Enemies confidences and. inſultings may 
grow high, but ſuch kind of heights can ſerve for 
no other purpole, then like the filver and golden 
Precipices, which the Emperour Heizvgabalus deviſed 


and would have prepared. for himſelf, to make his 


rum 


; : 
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ruin to be the more obſerved and taken notice of. 

Sennacherib may boaſt that with the ſole of his feet 

he would dry up the rivers of the belieged places z 2 King. 19.24, 

but God was able to make the hearts of his Soldiers 

as water to fill up the Channels. God diſappointed . 

the devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot 

perform their enterpriſe. He taketh the wiſe in their 

own craftineſs, and infatuates their counſels when x,,, . 

they are carried headlong in a bad cauſe : he makes 

them to loſe themſelves in the Labyrinths of their 
own wily brains 3 and their crafty policies ſo intri- 

_ cately woven, ſerve oftentimes but as a key of many 

Wards to open the Chambers of Death unto them- 

ſelves : as is famous 1n his rendring this days Conſpi- 

racy fatal, unto its own Authors, On the other hand, 

on the behalf of thoſe whom God undertakes to 

protect and ſhield 3 he hath infinitely more ways and 

methods in the courſe of his wiſe Providence to ſe- 

cure and preſerve them, ' than their moſt deadly 

lurking enemies can -find how'to hurt and injure 

them. Gods Iſrael have the Captain of Salvation on Hb. z. 16. 

their (ide, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who fo leads on 

the army of Saints againſt their enemies, as that you 

may be ſure he will bring them honourably off again. 

We have in him not only the vertue of his Death 

and ReſurreCtion, but alſo the benefit of his Inter- 

ceſſion, ſupplying us with invincible ſtrength to 

overcome our enemies; we have with him alſo le- 

gions of powerful Angels to fence and guard us, 

one of whom in one night ſmote in the Camp of the 

Aſſyrians an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand. So 

that whatſoever enemies think effeCtually to prevail 

againſt the Iſrael or Church of God, muſt firſt make 
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account to cancel all the Promiſes that are given for 
Iſraels ſecurity; he muſt firſt overcome God himſelf, 

his Power, his Wiſdom, and all his other Attributes- « 
concerned for his People; he muſt ſubdue the Cap- 

tain of our Salvation, ſtorm Heaven, and put all the 

glorious Hoſt of thoſe Guardians of the Saints there 

to the+rout, before he can perfefly and fully pre- 

vail againſt Gods lſrael. Bravely therefore doth the 

Prophet in an Ironical Apoſtrophe upbraid the ene- 
mies of Jeruſalem upon this very conſideration, 1/a. . 

8.9, 10. Aſſociate your ſelves, O ye people, and ye ſhall 

Ifa. 2.9. 10. be broken in pieces; and give car all ye of far Coun- 
tries, gird your ſelves and ye ſhall be broken in pie- 

ces. Gird your ſelves and you (hall be broken in pieces. 

Take counſel together and it ſhall come to nought;ſpeak, 
the word, and it ſhall not Stand, for God is with wus.. 

Yet here I muſt caution you, That you do not 

imagine by what hath been ſaid, that you have any 
abſolute ſecurity given unto any particular Chur-. 

ches but that they may be prevailed againſt. This 
atteſtation of Gods Providence for 7/raels ſafety in 

the Text, and that other promiſe of our Saviour in 

Mat, 6. 18, Mat. 16.18. Upon this Rock Twill build my Church, 
Grot. in loc. and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it ;, are 
bed a to be underſtood to ſpeak of the Church aniverſerr, 
- and not partitir, any farther than particular Chur- 

ches do (till ſtand firm upon the rock of ſound Faith, 

and a good Chriſtian life,on which Chriſt hath foun- 

ded the whole. We know particular Churches have 

been broken off, as that of Jeruſalem, Corinth, the 

Seven Churches of 4ſfia, &c. and yet Chriſt hath 

{till his Church in the World, and will have till time 

ſhall have an end. As for the Church of Rowe it 
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ſelf, it was long ſince forewarned (though ſhe-take 

but little notice of 1t) that ſhe ſhould not be high- 

minded but fear, le(t ſhe her ſet were cut off after 

the ſevere Example of the Jews before her, Rox. 

178. 20, 21,22. Nay, the words ſound like a clap of gom. rt. 20, 
Thunder, Otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut offi Un- 21, 22. 
doubtedly God might have cut off this Church of 
England with the curſed Powder-Plot, or with the 
dreadful ſtroke which was intended us in this new | 

forged Conſpiracy, and yet have been juſtified in ſo 

doing : eſpecially confidering how highly we have 
provoked him thereunto, by the-prophane and cu- 

ſtomary neglect 'of moſt of the duties of Religion, 

and Divine Worſhip among the general ſort of men; 

by the uncharitable faQions and diviſions of others, 

by the looſe Drunkenneſs and the loud Swearing 3- 
by. the groſs Whoredoms an1 Uncleanneſs3 by the Jer: 57% 9: 
univerſal lukewarmneſs that is amongſt us. But per- "7 
haps God foreſaw that our ruin had been_a mortal 

wound to the Proteſtant Religion throughout Chri- 
ſtendom, or might have ſet the whole true Church 

of God in the world a-bleeding, in ſuch an hope- 

leſs manner, as-would not have been eaſily (tanched 

again : and ſo conſidering his Church amongſt us 

as ſo main a part of the true Catholick body , per- 

haps God hath ſpared and delivered us who were a 

part in faithfulneſs to the whole. 


II. And now let me obtain a little of your Pati- 

- ence for the third thing remarked in my Text, and 
that is the Churches thankful Reflexion on her affli- 
tions and the happy iſſue of them, ſuggeſted by the 
Plalmiſt, Let Iſrael NOW ſay. Jult the ſame trium- 


phing 
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phing Epentheſis in the midſt of a ſenſe, that we 
Pſal. 124. 1,2. find Pſal. 124.1, 2. If it had not been the Lord who 
was 0n our ſide, now may Iſrael ſay: if it had not 
e 


been the Lord, who.was on onr ſide, when men roſe 
up againſt us : Then they had ſwallowed us up quick, 
&c. Let Iſrael NOW eſpecially ſay and glory here- 


| of, in that the Lord hath been pleaſed to warm our 


4 
Fxod. 20. 2» 
Pſal. 81. 10. 


hearts a-new, with the freſh ſenſe of a diſcovery, per- 
haps of little leſs moment than that which this day 
commemorates unto us. Let T/rael now ſay, yea and 
as our Pſalmiſt deſcants upon it, Let us ſay it over a- 
gain and again, MANY, MANT a time have they af- 
flited me, yet they have not prevailed againſt me. 
You come home to the very heart of God by a grate- 
ful acknowledgment of his-meretes ; you ſet him up 
anew Pearl. in his Crown 3 for thus we ſometimes 


find God himſelf, as it were, decking his name 


with new Titles, taken from the Mercies and Deli- 
verances which he hath wrought for+his People, 7 
am the Lord thy God which brought thee out of the 


lerem. 23. 8. Land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage ; and the 


Pſal. 22. 3. 


Lord which brought up, and which led the ſeed of the 
houſe of Tſrael, out of the North-country, and the like. 
In ?ſal.22.3. he is elegantly ſaid to be n'97Nn QWN ##+ 
habiting the praiſes of Iſrael, that 1s either dwellin 

in and among the .Tribes of 1/rael who celebrated 
his praiſes, or inhabiting the place, the Tabernacle, 
the Ark, whither they brought and rendred his prai- 
fes.to him. But why inhabiting the Praiſes of 1/rael? 
Were there not many other ſorts of offerings which 
the Devotion of 1/rael preſcribed him -belides Prai- - 
ſes? yes, but praiſes carry the garland from them al], 
becauſe he ſhould -not ſo ſoon be dillodged out of 


them, 


\ 
” 
4 —_____ 


mn eng ers 3s. v5 rem IIS GNM 
-\ 
a 


Commemoration for our- Deliverance, 8c. 25 


them, but ſhould longer inhabit Praiſes than any le- 
gal ſervices whatſoever: according to that ſaying a- 2,rf. Lexi- 


mongſ(t their Jewiſh Writers, that every Corban or con Rabbin, in 


Sacrifice ſhould ceaſe, tbut that the Sacritice of Praiſe- 29 [IIP* 
Therefore with all the moſt (1gnal Praiſes, let 7/rael- 

now ſay, and ſay aloud too, that, if poſſible, the ec- 

cho of our rejoycings might carry terrour an4 trou- 

ble over all their Papal Monarchy, that although 

they have many times afflifFed ns, yet they have not 

prevailed againit us. GCan' you do leſs in zeal for 

your Religion, than celebrate the praifes of God for: 

the preſervation of it ? eſpecially when the ſafety of - 

your perſons, your lives, and all that is near and dear 

unto-you is concerned equally with your Religion ? : 

But unto you that are in Authority above others, po LR__—_ 

humbly remonſtrate, Doth not the . bleod of that giſtrates. 

Worthy Knight, and Juſtice of the Peace, Sir Ed- 

wnndbury Godfrey, unto whoſe Title we may now 

ſuperadd the Martyr (a thouſand times more deſerved-. 

ly than the Romiſh Party do Canonize for Martyrs, 

Garnet, Winter, Digby, and other inſtruments of the. 

Powder-plot ), I ſay, Doth not his blood cry loud e- 

nough, to rouſe and awaken all your Zeal, Care, 

and Courage againſt thoſe Catholick Murderers ? 

Are not his wounds ſo many mouths to beſpeak you 

plain enough, that he hath but a&ted that part which 

you all mult do, if you ever come to lye at their 

mercy ? ' I do believe indeed th:t this County ofiRev. 5-3 

Devon iis as clean and free of this ſort of. Locufts, 

as any one {hire in. Ezgl/and ; yet had this late Con- ; 

ſpiracy taken effect, you would have found by this 

time ſuch numberleſs (warms of them filling the City; 

and the whole Country about, as if the. Marian 
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Generation had riſen out of the Earth again. And 
had this come to paſs, then inlicad of an opportuni- 
ty to celebrate our Deliverance from the Treaſon of 
this fifth of November, it would have been account- 
ed on the other hand, a new fifth of November?s 


Treaſon, only to dare call it ſuch, We could not Y 


have adventured hereto meet together, for the of. 
fering up our ſacrifice of praiſe to God, without the 
danger of the Galileans fate to have our blood ming- 
led with our facrifices ; and 'for you in ſpecial that 
wear the badg of Magiſtracy on you, to have your 
ſcarlet- Gowns dipt afreſh in your own gore. Now 
therefore to excite you to vigtlancy, againſt the ſeed- 


ing of any of thoſe evil tares among(t us, I ſhall on- 


ly preſent you with two Conſiderations : | 
1. The Abſurdity of their DoCtrines (I mean 


their Do@rines diſtinive and characeriftick of Pa- 
piſts, as ſuch) even to common ſenſe and reaſon, and 


-much more to become -matters of Faith. For exam- 


ple, as to their Do&rine of Indulgences, which 
gave the firſt offence unto our Reformers, what more 
ridiculous than to believe what the Preachers of 
Pope Leo the Tenth, publiſhed out of their Pulpits; 
that at the ſound of the money,as it was caſt into the 
Baſon, thoſe fouls whom they intended to buy out 
of Purgatory, skipped and leaped for joy amidſt 
the flames, and preſently mounted out of Purga- 
tory ? 
What greater violence to Reaſon than to believe - 
"their Doctrine of Infallibility > Place it where you 
will, either in their Popes or 1n their Councils; of 
both which, there have been manifold inſtances of 
their contradicting and nullifying the atts of each 
other, 
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other, and yet both muſt be held infallible. 

Can you reconcile it unto any honeſt mind and 
underſtanding, that the common people ſhould be 
able to ſerve God acceptably in a publick worſhip 
ſealed up in an unknown tongue ? 

/v .That Do@rine of Tranſubſtantiation, what 1s it but 
an - opium that (tupefies all the ſenſes of a man ? For 
» A man mult belye not only his own, but the ſenſes 
of all the world beſides, whereby we know bread 
FO to be bread, and wine to be wine, becauſe we ſee it, 
and taſte it, and feel it, before we can receive this 

groſs Tenet. 

What an unreaſonable thing is it to have their 
not-written Traditions impoſed upon us for a rule of 
faith equally with the holy Scriptures, and yet none 
of them in the mean time vouchſate to inform 

: us how many theſe Traditions be? or to be conti- 
nually forging new Articles of Faith as indiſpenta- 
bly neceſlary to Salvation , -and: yet never tell us 
when there- will. be an end of coyning any more ? 

Who-that hath-but well learnt his Primer, or can 
turn to the ſecond Commandment there, can brook 
their worſhipping of Images ? The publick ſcandal 
of which is more than any one thing beſides, to 
prejudice both Jews and Txrks againſt their imbra- of che Tk 
cing of the Chriltian Religion ; neither of whom can gmpire: 77. 
iadure the uſe of Images in their Oratories or places of cheir Ora- 
of Worſhip. | ad 

: As for the various meaſures of the Taxes of the 
Apoſltolical Chancery, as they call them, where you 
may have diſpenſations and abfolutions of all -kinds, 
and which are no leſs. commonly uſed among{t the 
Popes brokers, then the books of Cuſtoms and En- 
| E | tries 
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|| tries among Merchants. What ſtrange traffick is that 
1 by which the abſolution of [mpoylonings, Sacriledg, 
Simony, Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, nay Sodomy, 
Brutality, and other the moſt horrible and enormous 
| | crimes are rated at a leſs:price, than the leaſt Diſ- 
| 


penſation of eatiog of fleſh on days forbidden by 
the Pope. Now 1t a man can utterly abdicate na- 
tural Reaſon, let him give himſelf 'up to believe ſuch 
ſtrange incongruous lies. | 


2. My ſecond Conſideration is the dangerouſ- 
neſs of their Principles unto Civil Government, and 
unto the peace of States and Kingdoms; ſuch as 

| are their diſpenſation with Oaths, their allowance of 
breaking faith with thoſe whom they are pleaſed 
falily and abufively to call Hereticks 3 their Excom- 
munication of Kings and Princes, and then deſpoi- 


perſons by anythat can firſt come at them, if they 
refuſe to own fealty to the Pope, or are not obſe- 
quious to all his placite. Tell them of giving unto 
11 lib, Script0 Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, Pope Urbane the 
Ayer {ixth hath an excellent Evaſion for that,viz.that thoſe 
ſed juſu urbe- words of Chriſt, Give unto Ceſar the things that are 
1 Pap.3». Ceſars, took place only till his Aſcenſion, but after 


his Aſcenſion they were of no moment, ſeeing that 


the earth, I will draw all men unto me ;, that 1s, all 
Kings and Kingdoms under the Empire of the Pope: 
whonr he therefore concludeth to be King of Kings, 
| and Lord of Lords : thus abuſing the Sacred Word 
of- Gad, as if it were no better than a meer Paſquil 
ox .Burleſque. | 
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ling them of their Kingdoms, and murdering their 


Job..a 2.32, Chriſt himſelf ſaith, Job. 12.32. If T be lifted up from 
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But may it be ever hoped that this proud A4po- 
calyptical Bzaſt will yield himſelf to be cicurated and 
tamed ? Alas, his lofty claim of Infallibility renders 
him too ſtubborn and untraQable for that. Yea, it 
hath 'long ſince been believed by many; that fo 
great is the peſtilent infeCtion of this Chair of Rome, 
that with the contagion thereof it inſtantly -infeted 
him, whoſoever fat in it *, | As it did P; 
I conclude therefore unto you as Luther,” when in « 24, and 
a great ſickneſs he made his Will, bequeathing his {5 we wap 
deteſtation of Popery to his Friends and Paſtors. Or they were 
as the Reverend Dr. Holand for twenty years toge- made Popes 


ther Regizs Profeſſor of Divinity in Oxford, when obey 


he went any Journey, he is ſaid to depart with this bur afterward 


Valediction unto the Fellows of the Colledg (which wn _ 
is all I have to w/ Commendo vos DileFioni Dei &» Fuller in his 
P 


odio Papatws & ſuperſtitionis : I commend you to life 
the love of God, and to the hatred of Popery and 
Superſtition, | 
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